
BACTEC Blood Culture  Lab Workflow
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Culture Received in Laboratory

PLACED IN BACTEC

POSITIVE
•	 Gram stain
•	 Call to clinic
•	 Subculture 
•	 Preliminary Report

•	 Set up ID by MALDI-ToF
•	 Set up Sensitivity, if                        	

applicable to organism
•	 Interim Report for ID

FINAL REPORT

NEGATIVE
•	 ‘No growth’

FINAL REPORT

NEGATIVE
•	 Preliminary Report
•	 ‘No growth to date’ 
•	 Leave bottles in BACTEC 

until growth 

 POSITIVE (SLOW GROWING ORGANISMS)
•	 Gram stain
•	 Call to clinic
•	 Subculture 
•	 Preliminary Report

YEAST ISOLATED
FINAL REPORT

•	 Culture is saved for 1 
week if client wants 
further workup

IF YEAST ID IS ORDERED
•	 Culture is sent out to 

reference laboratory       
(1 to 2 weeks) 

FINAL REPORT 

SUSPECTED ANAEROBES OR 
FASTIDIOUS ORGANISMS

•	 Set up ID by MALDI-ToF	
•	 Set up Sensitivity, if applicable    

to organism

BACTEC Blood Culturea  company

•	 Blood culture bottles are continuously monitored for microbial growth.
•	 Slow growing organisms may need prolonged incubation. 
•	 Additional studies performed at reference laboratory can take 1 to 2 weeks. 

If you have any questions, please contact Client Services at 800.800.5655, Option 1.


